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EU SEED MARKET – KEY FACTS AND FIGURE

Item Figure

Value EU seed market € 10 bn

Number of seed companies 7.200

Employment 52.000

Annual R&D Spending ≤ 20% (of turnover)

R&D Stations 750

R&D Employees 12.500

Seed production 1.6 bn ha

Source: Euroseeds
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INNOVATION AND IMPACT

Value seed market EU € 10 bn

Farm gate value agric. Products EU >   € 100 bn

Value processed agric. Products EU >   € 1000 bn

Source: Euroseeds
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EU SEED MARKET – KEY FACTS AND FIGURES

3.500 New varieties 

are authorized for marketing within the European Union each year.

42.000 Different varieties 

of agricultural and vegetable species are available to farmers in the European Union.

Source: Euroseeds
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https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-
9789264308367-en.htm

https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm
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Size of largest company in each sector  of the agri-food chain and 
chemicals globally

Source: Sylvie Bonny, Sustainability 2017, 9, 1632; doi:10.3390/su9091632
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Size of top 10 players in the global agri-food chain & pharmacy

Source: Sylvie Bonny, Sustainability 2017, 9, 1632; doi:10.3390/su9091632
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The Commercial Breeding and Seed Production Chain

Source: Euroseeds
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Typical Seed Movement - Vegetables
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2.  Production of parental seed
3.  Seed processing
4.  Production of hybrid seed
5.  Seed processing
6.  Commercial packaging
7.  Final market

Source: ISF
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Growth of Seed Trade

Source: ISF

Global seed market ~ US$ 48.5bn



euroseeds.eu
https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-
9789264308367-en.htm

https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm


euroseeds.eu

https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm

https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm


euroseeds.eu

https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm

https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm


euroseeds.eu

Drivers for Seed Industry Consolidation

Concentration in Seed Markets: POTENTIAL EFFECTS AND POLICY RESPONSES; OECD 2018
https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm

https://www.oecd.org/publications/concentration-in-seed-markets-9789264308367-en.htm
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The important Role of 
Plant Breeders 
as one Partner in providing 
Solutions to 
Global Challenges
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A HISTORY OF CONSTANTLY IMPROVED BREEDING METHODS
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New Plants

Crossing

classical
GMO

Mutation

How do the latest plant breeding methods fit into the 
breeding process?
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Crossing and Selection Genome Editing – SDN1/2 

High-performance 

variety
Wilde type with desired 

trait

High-performance 

variety

7 generations / about 1000 plants 2 generations / about 20-50 plantsImproved high-

performance variety

© KWS

Genome Editing 1/2 is faster and more efficient: the result identical
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Examples and benefits of (targeted) mutagenesis breeding products

Waxy corn or potato 

Non-browning mushroom 

Powdery mildew-resistant wheat

Gluten-free wheat 

High Oleic Acid Soybean Oil*

*first product on US-market (http://www.calyxt.com/first-commercial-sale-of-

calyxt-high-oleic-soybean-oil-on-the-u-s-market/ )

• Less chemical and energy use 
during starch processing

• Clean Food Label

• Less food waste

• Less pre-harvest losses and 
less pesticides

• Avoid food intolerance

• No Trans Fatty Acids – healthier Food

http://www.calyxt.com/first-commercial-sale-of-calyxt-high-oleic-soybean-oil-on-the-u-s-market/
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GENETIC RESOURCES AND IMPROVED SEEDS CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS’ SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)

Euroseeds number 2013-09-19

Source: 
https://www.worl
dseed.org/wp-
content/uploads/
2019/07/ISF-
Guide-on-Genetic-
Resources-
2019.pdf
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